
 
April 30th, 2017 
 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
Michael A. Bilandic Building 
160 North LaSalle, Ste. C-800 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
 
Re: Nextgrid 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit written comments regarding the Illinois Commerce 
Commission’s NextGrid stakeholder proceeding. 
 
Illinois PIRG Education Fund works to protect consumers and promote good government. We 
investigate problems, craft solutions, educate the public, and offer meaningful opportunities for 
civic participation. Along with our sister organization, Illinois PIRG, we have been active in 
recent years in energy and utility issues and look forward to working with the Commission and 
other stakeholders as we work to modernize our electric system. 
 
This proceeding is welcome and timely, as the threat of global warming and advances in 
technology are changing the ways we consume and produce energy. Our challenge is to 
transition to 100% renewable energy, empower consumers to control their own energy 
consumption and production, and maintain a reliable, resilient distribution system that provides 
universal, affordable service. Towards these ends, our initial comments are: 
 

1. Integrated Distribution Planning should be central to grid modernization. This 
should involve an analysis of current distribution planning, hosting capacity, evaluation of 
distributed resources including locational value, and forecasting of various scenarios of 
distributed resource penetration. The proceeding should take advantage of the work of 
similar programs in other states and the expertise of stakeholders to vigorously explore 
these topics. 

2. It is important to consider planning and engineering questions central to grid 
modernization separate from potential changes to governance and business 
models. Both are important and worthy topics for discussion, and obviously may 
intersect. We should proceed with caution when considering both what a modern grid 
should be and how to achieve it. The consideration of new governance and business 
models should begin with an evaluation of the current model, including holding company 
ownership of both generation and distribution assets, and the new incentive structures 
included in the Future Energy Jobs Act. 



3. Universal, affordable service should remain a fundamental goal. There is a 
difference between “least cost” and “affordable” service and both should be considered. 
Given the significant ratepayer and consumer resources already pouring in to advanced 
metering infrastructure and energy generation subsidies, as well as into parallel 
modernization programs in natural gas and communications networks, it is critical that 
the proceeding maintain a consideration of affordability and a commitment to 
modernized utility service for all. 

4. The facilitator or facilitators should have both subject matter expertise and skills 
in the practice of facilitation. Potential conflicts of interest should be avoided or at very 
least acknowledged. It may be worthwhile to have both an “insider” with local knowledge 
and relationships and an “outsider” with less local relationships and potential conflicts.  

 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to submit initial comments. 
 
Abraham Scarr 
Director, Illinois PIRG Education Fund 
312-544-4433 
abe@illinoispirg.org 
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